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1977 

                   THE PLACE FOR TENNIS IN VENICE 

President’s Corner 

“More Courtside Improvements Scheduled for Summer, 2022” 

 

 After spending $41,000 for improvements to our club 
facilities in 2021, the Courtside Board of Directors has recently 
approved approximately $25,000 in additional updates and re-
placements. 

 The projected projects are as follows: 

  1.  Replacing 5 court irrigation solenoids 

  2.  Replacing the ball machine shed 

  3.  Purchasing seven new picnic benches 

  4.  Removing debris from club property behind 
       courts 7, 8, 9 (This project has already been 
       completed) 

  5.  Trimming trees near courts 3, 6, 9 

  6.  Improving parking lot lighting 

  7.  Resealing and striping parking lot and drive
       way. 

 These projects are all being undertaken while maintain-
ing appropriate funds for long-term, big ticket expenditures such 
as clubhouse roof replacement, repairing the septic system, 
fence repairs, and court resurfacing.  

 The Board of Directors attempts to have as many as 
possible of the projects completed during the summer months 
when court usage is not as demanding as in season.  Neverthe-
less, members may still be temporarily inconvenienced while 
these improvements are made. 

Over the years I have had the privilege to get some really good 

tennis instruction.  Helpful tips and tricks from several great coach-

es, instructors, and other players, but I have also received some 

bad advice. 

Each of us needs to try and weed through the good and the bad 

advice that we get from coaches and from fellow players.  There is 

one tennis tip, or bit of advice, that I heard as a kid and I still hear 

people repeat today and I cringe every time I hear it because it is 

just plain wrong. 

When playing doubles, I often hear people say to their partner 

something like “it was your ball to get because it was your fore-

hand” - ugh!  The reason; “because it was your forehand” is never 

the correct reason.  Any coach/professional teacher who gives that 

advice is either wrong or too lazy to explain the correct answer. 

That advice is flawed because it doesn’t help a doubles team effec-

tively and efficiently cover the court.  That advice also doesn’t take 

into account left-handed people.  If you had a lefty playing the ad 

court and a righty playing the deuce court, then neither player has 

their forehand up the middle, so that means that neither player is 

responsible for covering the middle?  If the lefty was on the deuce 

side and the righty on the ad side, then both of their forehands 

would be in the middle, so who would be responsible for a ball up 

the middle? 

The other flaw to that advice is it makes assumptions that either a 

player’s forehand is their strongest shot or it assumes that one 

player’s forehand shot is better than the other players backhand 

shot, neither of these might be true. 

 

When teaching doubles positioning, I teach a geometry-based 

positioning, so you determine whose ball it is to get based on 

where the ball is located.  Every time the ball goes to your oppo-

nents you ask yourself “where is the ball? And where should I 

be?”  The location of the ball determines which area of the court 

you need to cover whether it is your forehand or your backhand is 

irrelevant.  There are a few instances when there are exceptions 

but in general, position of the ball determines who should get it.  

Please do not continue to repeat the poor and flawed advice that 

it was your ball to get because it was your forehand. 

 

Mat Liverman 

Head Pro/Tennis Director 

Courtside Members, 
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“Quote of the Month” 

Life is like riding a bicycle.  To keep your balance, 

you must keep moving. 

Albert Einstein 

  

 

 

 

Miami Open 

March 28—29th 2022 

Don’t miss the chance to see the greatest ten-

nis players in the world at the New Hardrock 

Stadium in Miami. 

Day Trip—3/28 

Overnight Trip-3/28-3/29 

Call Brenda (941)412-0781 to put your name 

on the list, 1st come, 1st serve 

Tim Collins   Alan Litsky 

Jim Gandy   Lucy Sherman 

Jim Graham   Jerry Mason 

Neil & Mimi Houghton 

Joan Feldmeier  1 

Brenda Galbo  1 

Crystal Allan  3 

Gary Skelly  4 

Fabienne Perry 6 

Donna Harthausen  9 

Martin Rosenberg  10 

Karen Kennedy  24 

Pat Kormondy  27 

Teresa Toole  28 



 

 

 

Courtside 

Member! 

For your structural engineering needs, please consider: 

Thanks to all who advertise with us.  We appreciate your business. 

 

Monica Walker, MD     

Dermatology 

Seeing new and established patients 

941-486-1404 

New office location 

897 East Venice Ave,  Venice   34285 



 

 

              Dates to Remember  

Mark your calendar!! 
 

February 10th—Board Meeting @ 11:30 
 

February 14th—Valentine’s Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 

  

On-Line Reservation 
(for courts 1, 2, 3, 7,8, & 9  at either 8:00 am., 9:30 am., or 11:00 am) 

BOOK/CALL ON         TO PLAY ON THE FOLLOWING: 

Monday          Monday 

Tuesday         Tuesday 

Wednesday         Wednesday 

Thursday         Thursday 

Friday          Friday 

Saturday         Saturday 

The on-line reservation system will now be open all year around including all holidays.  

Sunday (Office is Closed) 

*Court 4 is reserved for lessons. 

*During League Play ladies and men will use designated courts as assigned by the Director of Tennis. 

 

 After School Jr. Tennis Program 

Tuesday & Thursday        Ages:  8 & up          $15.00 per session per child 
    4:00 pm-5:30 pm 
Sign up sheets are in the office or please call 941-485-2000 for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday—Ladies Clinic with Ula 11:00-12:00 
 
Wednesday—Ladies Early Bird Clinic with Matt-8:00-9:00 
 
Wednesday—Men’s Weekly Clinic with Matt-9:00-10:00 
 
Thursday—Shot of the Week with Ula 11:00-12:00 
 
Call the office and reserve a spot or sign up on the bulle-
tin board outside the office. 
 

$10.00 members—$15.00 non-members 



 

 

 

 

Interview with Bill Behning 

What brought you to Courtside? 

I wanted to retire where I could build a house of our design 

near the water, have an airport for our aircraft with reasona-

ble traffic and hangar rentals nearby (Nancy is also a pilot).  

As we were both runners, we wanted to be in an area that 

had temperate weather and good water for kayaking.  Since 

we have both played a lot of competitive tennis, we wanted to 

be in the vicinity of good tennis programs.  One must be care-

ful what they wish for—little did I know this area was rich with 

tennis players who had played in college, were certified pro-

fessionals and lots of those who have played since they were 

little kids. 

How long have you been playing tennis and why tennis? 

I started playing tennis for additional exercise as a carry-over 

sport when I was in my thirties.  As one who often deployed 

as an aviator on aircraft carriers, my only exercise was to jog 

on the flight deck when air operations had been secured.  

When we pulled into port, tennis became a good option.  This 

made for some interesting matches—ones where I only knew 

what was going on by the score.  I didn’t excel at foreign lan-

guages (nor did I excel at tennis).  Foreigners love to beat up 

on Americans, even when we were their guests, but as  for 

some of my wins, sometimes a diplomatic loss was the right 

thing for them to do. 

Do you play other sports? 

In addition to tennis, I enjoy kayaking, biking and exercising 

at the YMCA.  Many seasons ago, I loved all kind of sports—

surfing, water skiing, snow skiing, and ice skating.  Still do but 

my body won’t allow it.  However, in the past I liked soccer 

and lacrosse most of all and I played them both at the college 

level. 

Tell us about your family. 

My great-grandfather came over from Germany and earned 

his US citizenship by joining the Connecticut Volunteers dur-

ing the Civil War.  He was subsequently wounded at the first 

battle of Bull Run and was mustered out.  I know you want 

something more recent!  We have two kids, five grandchil-

dren and nine great-grandchildren.  Only the oldest great 

grandchild knows where Bull Run is. 

Where have you travelled and where would you recommend? 

I lived in Japan and Hawaii and have travelled all over the 

world.  Since I spent a career on the water, I refuse to take 

cruises but we do fly to Europe almost every summer and 

travel throughout.  All travel is enlightening-foreign or domes-

tic! 

What did you do for a career? 

I was a career Naval Officer having spent 30 years on active 

duty as a fighter pilot.  I spent a lot of time flying off aircraft 

carriers and logged 851 landings (we call them traps).  During 

Vietnam, I got to “sight-see” the countryside by flying in off a 

carrier from the South China Sea.  Had lots of good times but 

some scary times, too.  That’s how I lost my hair (well, not re-

ally).  Returning to shore duty, I became a flight instructor and 

was selected among seventeen hundred instructors as the 

Navel Aviation Flight Instructor of the Year.  During my career, 

I earned a MS in Aeronautical Engineering from the Naval 

Postgraduate School, an MS from George Washington Univer-

sity, and graduated from the Naval War College at Newport, 

Rhode Island.  I was selected for Major Command and be-

came the Commanding Officer of Master Jet Base Cecil Field 

(42 Squadrons and 9,000 personnel) and was instrumental in 

bringing the F/A-18 to the Atlantic Fleet.  After retirement in a 

Pentagon ceremony, I had a second career heading a Wash-

ington, DC engineering firm as a defense contractor. 

What to you wish you knew more about? 

The underhand serve. 

What are some things people at Courtside don’t know about 

you? 

Newer members may not know that I was president of Court-

side for six years shortly after we joined the club when the club 

was going through some tough times.  Also, I am the best “one

-eyed” tennis player at Courtside.  No one has come forward 

to challenge me and I don’t wish one-eyed vision on anyone.  I 

lost my left eye about five years ago.  When I whiff a sitter, I 

like to note the looks of awe and relief on my opponents’ fac-

es. 

What talent do you wish you had? 

A 140 mph serve. 

What is the best thing about you? 

I try not to take myself too seriously. 


